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COMMISSIONING STATEMENT ON THE USE OF AFLIBERCEPT FOR TREATING CHOROIDAL 
NEOVASCULARISATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH NICE TA 486 

 

SUMMARY  

NHS Dorset Clinical Commissioning Group commissions the use of Aflibercept for treating choroidal 
neovascularisation in accordance with NICE TA 486  

BACKGROUND 

Aflibercept is indicated for adults for the treatment of  

• neovascular (wet) age-related macular degeneration (AMD)  

• visual impairment due to macular oedema secondary to retinal vein 
occlusion (branch RVO or central RVO), 

• visual impairment due to diabetic macular oedema (DME), 

• visual impairment due to myopic choroidal neovascularisation (myopic 
CNV)  

 
Aflibercept (Eylea®, Bayer Pharma) is a soluble vascular endothelial growth 
factor (VEGF) receptor fusion protein that binds to all forms of VEGF-A, 
VEGF-B, and the placental growth factor.  
 

RELEVANT NICE 
GUIDANCE 

NICE TA 486 states:  
Aflibercept is recommended, within its marketing authorisation, as an 
option for treating visual impairment because of myopic choroidal 
neovascularisation in adults, only if the company provides aflibercept with 
the discount agreed in the patient access scheme. 
 

FORMULARY STATUS Red 

PBR STATUS Excluded from PbR tariff 

COMMISSIONING 
IMPLICATIONS 

Additional option within pathway.  

 

RELEVANT CLINICAL 
WORKING GROUP  

N/A 

PATIENT PATHWAY 
IMPLICATIONS 

NICE states: Ranibizumab is already recommended by NICE for treating 
choroidal neovascularisation. An indirect comparison of aflibercept and 
ranibizumab shows that both drugs provide similar overall health benefits. 
The total costs of aflibercept are the same as or less than those of 
ranibizumab. 
Aflibercept will therefore be an additional option.  

SUMMARY OF 
EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT 
FORMULARY STATUS 

 
Summarised in NICE TA 486: https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ta486 
 
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ta346NICE GIDELINE 

https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ta486


ASSESSMENT OF COST 
IMPLICATIONS  

 
NICE states: “The recommended dose is a single intravitreal injection of 
2 mg aflibercept (equivalent to 50 microlitres). 
Extra doses may be used if visual or anatomic outcomes indicate that the 
disease persists. Recurrences should be treated as a new manifestation of 
the disease. For full details, see the summary of product characteristics. 
The list price of aflibercept 40 mg/mL is £816 per 0.1-mL vial (excluding 
VAT; British national formulary [BNF] online [accessed July 2017]). 
The company has agreed a patient access scheme with the Department of 
Health. This scheme provides a simple discount to the list price of 
aflibercept, with the discount applied at the point of purchase or invoice. 
The level of the discount is commercial in confidence. The Department of 
Health considered that this patient access scheme does not constitute an 
excessive administrative burden on the NHS. 
Because it is has similar costs and overall health benefits to ranibizumab, 
aflibercept is also recommended as a cost-effective option for treating 
choroidal neovascularisation.” 
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