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Seretide® is a combination inhaled corticosteroid and long-acting beta2 agonist (LABA) inhaler. It contains 
fluticasone and salmeterol. Mylan Limited has now launched a bioequivalent metered dose inhaler called 
Sirdupla®, which has just been added to the Dorset Formulary.  
 
By prescribing fluticasone/salmeterol inhalers generically, there is a risk that pharmacies may dispense a 
different brand to the one the patient normally uses. Therefore there are important considerations when 
choosing which device to use: 

 There are differences in product licence – Seretide® can be used from 12 years of age, whereas 
Sirdupla® is only licensed from 18 years of age, so prescribing generically would mean an adolescent 
patient is potentially provided with Sirdupla® which is not licensed in their age group 

 If the patient uses a spacer, compatibility with spacer devices differs – Sirdupla® can only be used with 
the Aerochamber, whereas Seretide® can be used with either the AeroChamber or the Volumatic.  

 Where Seretide is prescribed, limited data are available that demonstrate an increase in systemic 
exposure when the AeroChamber Plus spacer device is used compared with the Volumatic device, so 
patients should continue to use the same make of spacer device as switching between spacer devices 
can result in changes in the dose delivered to the lungs1 

 Please note that although both Seretide® or Sirdupla® are licensed for use in asthma, neither is licensed 
for use in COPD.  

The table on the next page summarises the characteristics of both devices. 
 
Action for GP practices 

To ensure patients receive the inhaler device they have been trained to use and are familiar with, all future 
prescriptions for fluticasone/salmeterol inhalers should now be prescribed by brand.  
 
If you decide to switch patients from Seretide® over to Sirdupla®, ensure that the patient has been 
familiarised with the Sirdupla® device and can demonstrate the correct inhaler technique, and has a 
compatible spacer. As there is the potential for increased systemic exposure when changing from a 
Volumatic spacer device to an AeroChamber, patients should be monitored carefully after a change in 
spacer.  
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SAFETY NOTICE: Prescribing fluticasone / salmeterol combination metered dose inhalers 

https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/medicine/2914
http://www.mhra.gov.uk/spc-pil/?IdcService=SS_GET_PAGE&nodeId=%3C%25%3D+nodeId+%25%3E&searchFiled=sirdupla&SubmitSearch=Search
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Summary of differences between Seretide® and Sirdupla® metered dose inhalers 

Product image Licensed 
name 

Delivered dose* Metered dose* Asthma Special considerations 

 

Seretide® 125 
Evohaler 

110mcg fluticasone 
+ 

21mcg salmeterol 

125mcg fluticasone 

+ 

25mcg salmeterol 

Maintenance therapy ≥12 years  
Either the Volumatic or 
AeroChamber Plus spacer device 
can be used with Seretide® 

 

Sirdupla® 
25/125 
inhaler 

Maintenance therapy ≥18 years 
Only the AeroChamber Plus spacer 
device should be used with 
Sirdupla® 

 

Seretide® 250 
Evohaler 

220mcg fluticasone 
+ 

21mcg salmeterol 

250mcg fluticasone 

+ 

25mcg salmeterol 

Maintenance therapy ≥12 years  
Either the Volumatic or 
AeroChamber Plus spacer device 
can be used with Seretide® 

 

Sirdupla® 
25/250 
inhaler 

Maintenance therapy ≥18 years 
Only the AeroChamber Plus spacer 
device should be used with 
Sirdupla® 

*European licensing requirements now require inhaler devices to be named by their delivery dose rather than the metered dose.  

 


