
 
COMMISSIONING STATEMENT ON THE USE OF RIVAROXABAN FOR 

PREVENTING ADVERSE OUTCOMES AFTER ACUTE MANAGEMENT OF 
ACUTE CORONARY SYNDROME (TA335) 

 

SUMMARY  

NHS Dorset Clinical Commissioning Group commissions the use of rivaroxaban in accordance with NICE 
Technology Appraisal 335 (TA 335): 

 
Rivaroxaban is recommended as an option within its marketing authorisation, in combination with aspirin plus 
clopidogrel or aspirin alone, for preventing atherothrombotic events in people who have had an acute 
coronary syndrome with elevated cardiac biomarkers. 

 
The pan-Dorset cardiology working group recommends rivaroxaban for this indication to only be initiated by 
a consultant cardiologist. Use should be for no more than a 12-month period.  Use beyond 12 months to only 
occur at the request of a consultant cardiologist. 
 

BACKGROUND 

Rivaroxaban is recommended as an option within its marketing authorisation, in 
combination with aspirin plus clopidogrel or aspirin alone, for preventing 
atherothrombotic events in people who have had an acute coronary syndrome 
with elevated cardiac biomarkers. 

Clinicians should carefully assess the person's risk of bleeding before treatment 
with rivaroxaban is started. The decision to start treatment should be made after 
an informed discussion between the clinician and the patient about the benefits 
and risks of rivaroxaban in combination with aspirin plus clopidogrel or with 
aspirin alone, compared with aspirin plus clopidogrel or aspirin alone. 

A decision on continuation of treatment should be taken no later than 

12 months after starting treatment. Clinicians should regularly reassess the 
relative benefits and risks of continuing treatment with rivaroxaban and discuss 
them with the patient. 

RELEVANT NICE 
GUIDANCE 

Rivaroxaban for preventing adverse outcomes after acute management of acute 
coronary syndrome (TA 335) published March 2015 

FORMULARY STATUS Amber with Shared Care Guidance, with consultant cardiologist initiation 

PBR STATUS Within tariff 

COMMISSIONING 
IMPLICATIONS 

Additional patient cohort eligible for rivaroxaban 

RELEVANT CLINICAL 
COMMISSIONING 
PROGRAMME  

Long Term Conditions and Frail Elderly 

PATIENT PATHWAY 
IMPLICATIONS 

The costing template for the TA suggests this will be suitable for patients. 
However, for the Trusts this represents an additional increase in patients 
accessing the administration and monitoring of rivaroxaban. 

 

SUMMARY OF The main evidence in the company's submission came from ATLAS-ACS 2-TIMI 51. 

http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ta335
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ta335
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ta335
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa1112277


EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT 
FORMULARY STATUS 

This was an international, multicentre (766 sites in 44 countries including the UK), 
randomised controlled trial (RCT) designed to evaluate whether rivaroxaban in 
addition to standard-care antiplatelet therapy reduced the risk of cardiovascular 
death, myocardial infarction or stroke in patients with recent acute coronary 
syndrome (unstable angina, non-ST segment elevation myocardial infarction 
[NSTEMI] or ST segment elevation myocardial infarction [STEMI]). 

ASSESSMENT OF COST 
IMPLICATIONS 

The NICE TA335 costing template assumes, of the patients receiving 
pharmacological treatment for ACS, 14% would use triple therapy of aspirin plus 
clopidogrel plus rivaroxaban by 2017. This equates to around 161 patients across 
Dorset per year.  

Rivaroxaban 2.5mg tablets (Xalreto®) x 56 £50.40  

Annual cost of therapy £604.80 

REFERENCES 

Rivaroxaban for preventing adverse outcomes after acute management of acute 
coronary syndrome (TA 335) 

Electronic Drug Tariff July 2017 
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