
 

 

DORSET MEDICINES ADVISORY GROUP 
 

COMMISSIONING STATEMENT FOR PRESCRIBING RIFAXIMIN (TARGAXAN®) FOR PREVENTING 
EPISODES OF OVERT HEPATIC ENCEPHALOPATHY IN ADULT PATIENTS 

 

SUMMARY  

NHS Dorset Clinical Commissioning Group commissions the use of Rifaximin, within its marketing 
authorisation, as an option for reducing the recurrence of episodes of overt hepatic encephalopathy in 
people aged 18 years or older in accordance with NICE Technology appraisal 337. 
 

BACKGROUND 

Rifaximin (Targaxan®, Norgine) is a semi-synthetic derivative of the 
antibiotic rifamycin. Rifaximin decreases intestinal production and 
absorption of ammonia, which is thought to be responsible for the 
neurocognitive symptoms of hepatic encephalopathy, thereby delaying the 
recurrence of acute episodes.  

The summary of product characteristics (SPC) highlights that 91% of people 
in the pivotal study were using concomitant lactulose. 

RELEVANT NICE 
GUIDANCE 

NICE technology appraisal 337: Rifaximin for preventing episodes of overt 
hepatic encephalopathy states: “Rifaximin is recommended, within its 
marketing authorisation, as an option for reducing the recurrence of episodes of 
overt hepatic encephalopathy in people aged 18 years or older.” 

FORMULARY STATUS Amber (with SCG)  

PBR STATUS In tariff 

COMMISSIONING 
IMPLICATIONS 

Provides an additional option to existing pathway(s). 

PATIENT PATHWAY 
IMPLICATIONS 

Provides an additional therapeutic option to existing therapies.  It would 
be considered where lactulose is not tolerated, ineffective or contra-
indicated.  

SUMMARY OF 
EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT 
FORMULARY STATUS 

The NICE Appraisal Committee discussed the pivotal RFHE3001 trial. The 
Committee concluded that rifaximin was effective in preventing episodes 
of overt hepatic encephalopathy in the trial population, although the 
long-term benefits associated with rifaximin were uncertain, and that the 
current evidence indicates that rifaximin has an acceptable adverse event 
profile. The Committee noted that people with more severe liver disease 
(Model End Stage Liver Disease [MELD] score of 25 or more) were excluded 
from RFHE3001. The Committee also heard that the concomitant use of 
lactulose by 91.3% of people in the trial was in line with UK clinical practice 
and concluded that RFHE3001 was relevant to UK clinical practice. (the SPC 
and the shared care guideline covers the long term use and use in patients 
with more severe liver disease in more detail).  
The Committee noted that the open-label, follow-up study, RFHE3002, 
provided only exploratory effectiveness data. 

The Committee understood that there is limited evidence on the long-term 
effects of rifaximin. 

http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ta337/chapter/1-guidance
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ta337/chapter/1-guidance


 

 

 

ASSESSMENT OF COST 
IMPLICATIONS  

The Committee concluded that, on balance, the most plausible incremental 
cost-effectiveness ratio (ICER) was likely to be close to the top end of the 
range normally considered cost effective. Although the most plausible ICER 
was subject to a number of uncertainties, the Committee was aware of the 
important unmet medical need in this population and the innovative 
aspects of this treatment. The Committee concluded that rifaximin could 
be considered a cost-effective use of NHS resources. 

At BNF prices, six months treatment with rifaximin (Targaxan®) tablets 
550mg bd = £1,685 

The NICE costing template estimates the resource impact of this TA to be 
in the region of £200,000 from year 5 onwards for NHS Dorset CCG.  
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